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The ‘O Antiphons’ are the traditional invocations of Christ in the 

seven days leading up to Christmas. While we might not know them as 
the ‘O Antiphons,’ we all know them because the lyrics of the popular 
Advent song ‘O Come, O Come Emmanuel’ are based upon them. 
Since we are now in the final seven days to Christmas and today’s Old 
Testament and Gospel readings reference ‘Emmanuel,’ meaning ‘God is 
with us,’ I would like to use this homily as a prayer asking God to be 
with us in our current world, based upon the verses of ‘O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel.’ Let us pray: 

 
1) O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 
O Emmanuel, come free those who are held captive by racial 
oppression and cry out for freedom. May we befriend them in their 
lonely exile and hasten the day when all will see the image of God 
appear in them.  

 
2) O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. 

O Wisdom, come grant order to our chaotic world, which is still 
dealing with the effects of the pandemic. For all children, students, 
teachers, workers, elders, and people with addictions, may you bring 
healing. Show us the path of knowledge to lead us forward together 
and teach us to dream of a better future. 
 



3) O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height  
In ancient times didst give the law, In cloud and majesty and awe. 

O Lord of Might, come be the great clouded mystery above all worldly 
powers and idols. May all the world’s religions stand in awe at your 
majesty and respect each other in their search for God. 
 

4) O come, Thou Rod of Jesse’s stem, from ev’ry foe deliver them, 
That trust thy mighty pow’r to save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

O Rod of Jesse, come help those who are near death or have died. In a 
special way, sustain those mourning the loss of a loved one during this 
holiday season. May they trust your power to save over the grave. 

 
5) O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. 

O Key of David, come make your Church more welcoming towards all 
who seek our heavenly home. Open all the locked doors that keep 
others in misery and away from your sacraments. 

 
6) O come, Thou Dayspring from on high and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight. 

O Dayspring, come break through the gloomy cynicism and pessimism 
of our news and social media. May we always speak words of cheer, 
hope, and joy to all. 

 
7) O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all humankind;  
Bid thou our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our Prince of Peace. 

O Desire of nations, come bring unity to our communities that are so 
firmly divided. May we truly call divisions between humankind and 
nations sad, especially the war in Ukraine. Guide us in the ways of non-
violence so that you may be for us our Prince of Peace. Amen. 


